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PAGE 01 PRETOR 03963 011241Z 
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ACTION AF- 18 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 

PA-04 RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 SPC-03 PPTE-00 SCA-01 

CU-04 SS-20 NSC-10 L-03 H-03 IO-14 DRC-01 /134W 

003827 

R 01 1025Z NOV 73 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8845 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 3963 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, CGEN, SF 

SUBJECT: ARTHUR ASHE RECEIVES SOUTH AFRICAN VISA 
REFERENCE: PRETORIA 3807 

1. LOCAL PRESS REPORTS THAT ASHE HAS BEEN GRANTED VISA PERMITTING 
HIM TO PLAY IN ELLIS PARK OPEN TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIP THIS MONTH; HE 
WAS REFUSED VISA IN 1970 AND 1971 OSTENSIBLY FOR MAKING STRONG 
ANTI- APARTHEID STATEMENTS. IN REVISING STAND, MINSITER OF THE 
INTERIOR MULDER SAID SAG HAS NOTED ASHE'S ASSURANCES TO TOURNAMENT 
DIRECTOR THAT HE WISHED TO COME TO SOUTH AFRICA SOLELY TO PLAY 
TENNIS AND " TO DO SO IN A SPIRIT OF GOODWILL AND COOPERATION." 

2. PRESS ALSO NOTED THAT ANNOUNCEMENT OF FAVORABLE ACTION ON 
ASHE'S VISA APPLICATION COINCIDES WITH MEETINGS OF INTERNATIONAL 
TENNIS FEDERATION IN PARIS, AND SPECULATES THAT ASHE VISA 

MAY BE SAG BID TO STAVE OFF EXPULSION FROM DAVIS CUP CIRCUIT. 
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